
96 

Cape Verde 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Statistics on the number of working children under age 15 in Cape Verde are unavailable.
948

  The Ministry 
of Employment, Training and Social Integration, however, estimates that 3.3 percent of children 5 to 13 
years old are engaged in paid or unpaid work inside or outside the home.

949
  Children work as street 

vendors and car washers in urban areas including Mindelo, Praia, and Sal.
950

   These children are 
vulnerable to abuse and commercial sexual exploitation.

951
   

 
Article 73 of the Constitution guarantees the universal right to education, and regulations call for 
compulsory primary education until the age of 11.952  Education is free for the first 6 years of primary 
school, which typically cover the ages of 6 to 12.953  In 2002, the gross primary enrollment rate was 121 
percent and the net primary enrollment rate was 99 percent.954  Gross and net enrollment ratios are based 
on the number of students formally registered in primary school and therefore do not necessarily reflect 
actual school attendance.  Primary school attendance statistics are not available for Cape Verde.

955
  As of 

2001, 88 percent of children who started primary school were likely to reach grade 5.
956
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 This statistic is not available from the data sources that are used in this report.  Reliable data on the worst forms of child labor 
are especially difficult to collect given the often hidden or illegal nature of the worst forms, such as the use of children in the 
illegal drug trade, prostitution, pornography, and trafficking.  As a result, statistics and information on children’s work in general 
are reported in this section.  Such statistics and information may or may not include the worst forms of child labor.  For more 
information on the definition of working children and other indicators used in this report, please see the “Data Sources and 
Definitions” section of this report. 
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Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The Constitution, the Legal Regime for Labor Regulations (decree-law 62/87, as amended by law 
10/IV/93), the Civil Code, and the Penal Code regulate child labor in Cape Verde.  The minimum age for 
employment is 16 years, and the minimum age for apprentice contracts is 14 years.

957
  The law prohibits 

children under the age of 16 from working at night or in enterprises that produce toxic products.
958

  
Children between the ages of 14 and 18 may not work more than 38 hours per week or more than 7 hours 
per day.

959
  The Constitution prohibits children of compulsory school age from working, and forbids the 

exploitation of child labor.
960

  The compulsory recruitment age for military service is 18 years, but 17 year 
olds may volunteer with parental consent.

961
  

 
The Director-General for Labor and Inspector-General for Labor implement and enforce child labor laws 
and regulations,

962
 while the courts enforce the laws against forced work.

963
  The legal remedies for 

violating child labor laws include civil compensation for the victims, as well as criminal penalties of up to 
10.5 years of imprisonment and seizure of the violator’s assets.  There are no inspectors who deal 
exclusively with child labor issues.

964
 

 

Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child 
Labor 

Since 2003, the Government together with UNICEF has been 
preparing a comprehensive policy and national program of 
action on child labor.  It is not yet completed.

965
  These 

requirements are enforced through awareness raising 
campaigns, and government supported radio and television 
programs that promote access to primary schooling and 
enhance its quality and relevance.

966
 On June 16, 2005, the 

Government, in cooperation with UNICEF, organized a 
meeting on children’s rights, in which the need for 
institutional awareness was recognized.

967
 

 
The Ministry of Education and the World Food Program (WFP) continued to collaborate on primary 
school feeding programs through 2005.

968
  The WFP provides free meals in over 450 primary and pre-
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Selected Child Labor Measures Adopted by 
Governments 

Ratified Convention 138         

Ratified Convention 182       10/23/01  

ILO-IPEC Member                 

National Plan for Children  

National Child Labor Action Plan  

Sector Action Plan  
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primary schools to help boost school enrollment and improve student performance.
969

   Government 
institutes that encourage attendance are ICASE (Instituto Caboverdiano de Accao Social e Escolar), ICM 
(Instituto Cabo Verdiano de Menores), and ICS (Instituto Caboverdiano de Solidariedade.

970
  UNICEF and 

the Government have also launched a variety of initiatives to improve access to schooling, particularly for 
girls, including programs that provide educational materials and address gender bias.

971
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